
  
 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
  

April 12, 2016 
 
Members Present: 
Jake Sappenfield   President 
Josh DeArmitt    Vice-President 
Lee Hodgen    Member 
 
Others Present: 
Rob H. Schafstall   Legal Counsel 
Krista Linke    Director of Community Development 
Julie Spate    Recording Secretary 
 
Call to Order: 
Jake Sappenfield called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Lee Hodgen made a motion to approve the March 8th, 2016 minutes.  Josh DeArmitt seconded the 
motion. 
 
Old Business 
 
C 2016-03 BPRex Healthcare Pacakging 
Krista Linke updated the EDC members regarding their reduction in employees and seeking 
documentation regarding their plan to increase employee count.  They do not plan to increase that 
count and that statement has been added to their report.  Mr. Sappenfield asked if this was their first 
time and Ms. Linke confirmed it was.  Mr. Hodgen moved to find in compliance with a second from Mr. 
DeArmitt.  Passed. 
 
New Business: 
 
C 2016-04 Caterpillar   
Ms. Linke reported they have an additional 221 agency employees not included on the report as they 
are not direct Caterpillar employees.  They have had some issue with making their investments.  
Discussions have been had as to whether they should do multiple applications or one application in 
phases.  They’ve had four years of equipment purchases.  Their total investment is $10 million which is 
what they will receive abatement on.  They have made the additional equipment purchase of $3 million, 
making the project complete, but not before the completion deadline in order to receive the abatement 
on the $3 million.  Mr. Hodgen asked if the employee count situation was similar to Cooper Tire.  Ms. 
Linke related the similarity but explained Cooper Tire’s inclusion of those employees as they are full 
time, paid employees.  Mr. Sappenfield expressed an interest to know how much the agency employees 
are paid and if they have opportunity to become fulltime.  Ms. Linke confirmed they would be willing to 
get the agency employees wage information, but it would have to come from the agency.  And they do 
have opportunity to become fulltime after a one-year probationary period.  Mr. Hodgen made a motion 
to find in compliance.  Mr. DeArmitt seconded.  Passed. 
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C 2016-15 Heartland Machine 
Mr. Sappenfield noted that his bank does business with Heartland Machine.  Mr. DeArmitt moved to 
find them in compliance.  Mr. Hodgen seconded.  Passed. 
 
C 2016-16 Hetsco Inc. 
Ms. Linke reported they are close to completion on property investments but just didn’t accomplish by 
year end.  Mr. Hodgen moved to find them in compliance.  Mr. DeArmitt seconded.  Passed. 
 
C 2016-19 JM Stevens Enterprises 
Ms. Linke reported this to be the first compliance report received.  Mr. DeArmitt made a motion of 
compliance.  Mr. Hodgen seconded.  Passed. 
 
C 2016-20 KYB 
Mr. DeArmitt moved to approve.  Mr. Hodgen seconded.  Passed. 
 
C 2016-21 Laugle Properties, LLC 
C 2016-22 Dualtech, Inc. 
C 2016-23 Laugle Properties, LLC 
Dualtech is the tenant of Laugle so they have part of the abatement.  Mr. Hodgen moved to find in 
compliance.  Mr. DeArmitt seconded.  Approved. 
 
C 2016-24 Laugle Properties, LLC 
Mr. DeArmitt moved to approve.  Mr. Hodgen seconded.  Approved. 
 
C 2016-26 Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Climate Control, Inc. 
C 2016-27 Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Climate Control, Inc. 
C 2016-28 Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Climate Control, Inc. 
C 2016-28 Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Climate Control, Inc. 
C 2016-29 Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Climate Control, Inc. 
C 2016-31 Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Climate Control, Inc. 
C 2016-32 Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Climate Control, Inc. 
 
Mr. DeArmitt moved to approve.  Mr. Hodgen seconded.  Approved. 
 
C 2016-30 Mitsubishi Engine North America (MENA) 
Mr. Sappenfield suggested next year will be a critical review year since they plan to hire so many this 
year.  Mr. DeArmitt moved to approve.  Mr. Hodgen seconded.  Approved. 
 
Other Business: 
Ms. Linke reminded of the special meeting on April 26. 
 
Tara Payne reported brochures are out and being distributed. 
 
Jane Bullman thinks the Jefferson Street construction brochure is fantastic and thanked the City for it.  
She also thanked for the funds received from EDC. 
 
Cheryl Morphew also thanked for funds received.  She also reported tremendous leads and have made 
the short list for one foreign company. 
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Mr. Sappenfield thinks downtown looks fantastic and encounters many in his travels around central 
Indiana who speak of how nice Franklin is.  Ms. Bullman frequently hears this as well. 
 
Ms. Payne reported a two-page spread in this month’s Indianapolis Monthly and that the Farmer’s 
Market starts May 14. 
 
Adjournment:  
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Hodgen and a second by Mr. 
DeArmitt.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted this 11th day of October, 2016.  
 
 
 
             
Jake Sappenfield, President    Ken Austin, Secretary           


